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Domestic Violence Rules in India 

Authored By-Panya Sethi 

 

Abstract 

 

Definition Of Domestic Violence 

Abusive behaviour at home includes a scope of practices which can incorporate physical and  

sexual viciousness; utilizing pressure and dangers; utilizing psychological mistreatment, 

utilizing  

seclusion; utilizing kids; utilizing male advantage; and utilizing financial maltreatment. 
1
 

 

Causes Of Domestic Violence In India 

It depends on various factors as mentioned below: 

1. Behavioural Factors: It incorporate components like resentment issues, 

destitution/monetary difficulty, difference in status, controlling/ruling nature,  mental and 

emotional trauma (bipolarism, sorrow, stress, and so on) among  others.
2
  

 

2. Historical Factors: It can be traced to the patriarchal society  

and predominance complex that has won for quite a long time among men. 

 

3. Social Factors: Cultural Factors prompting aggressive behavior at home incorporate  

the longing for a male youngster. This fixation coming about because of the absence of  

mindfulness and inborn male prevalence leads to the aggressive behavior at  home against 

women.  

 

 

 

                                                      
1
 Violence against women- Definition and scope of the problem. (1997, July 15). World Health Organization. 

https://www.who.int/gender/violence/v4.pdf  
2
 Shalini, S. S. (2019, September 16). What is Domestic Violence? What are its types, causes, and effects? 

MyAdvo. https://www.myadvo.in/blog/domestic-violence-against-women  

https://www.who.int/gender/violence/v4.pdf
https://www.myadvo.in/blog/domestic-violence-against-women
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4. Endowment: Dowry is a major reason for the rampant rise in domestic violence 

cases.  It becomes important to independently make reference to this is a result of the 

increasing cases of abusive behavior at home because of increasing demand for dowry. This 

was acknowledged by the Parliament by including harassment by way of dowry in the act. 

As the offense is broad in India, the public power and the experts endeavour to  

Guarantee the insurance and wellbeing of ladies. The Protection of Women from Domestic  

Violence Act, 2005, and various amendments in Criminal Law have been executed to various  

legislations secure the dignity and pride of a lady.  

 

Section 498(a) of IPC gives a restricted sense to the meaning of Domestic Violence which is  

widened by this demonstration. There are additionally various other laws, for example, 

Section  

304(b) of Indian Penal Code, 1983, for brutality, that additionally lies under domestic 

violence  

definition, section 306 which manages the wrongdoing of abetting a lady to self  

destruction and section 376-A of Indian Penal Code expressing the injury that prompts the  

demise of the individual.  

 

The criminal amendment law 2013, was an achievement in the subject, as huge changes 

were made in the Indian Penal Code, The Criminal Procedure Code, and the Indian Evidence 

Act. Assault, stalking and rape were added to the domain of the demonstration and the 

punishments and discipline were made much serious.  

 

The possibility of maintenance is to guarantee the lady having the indispensable monetary  

measures to live a consistent and honourable life.  

 

Who Is Covered Within The Act? 

The act incorporates every one of the ones who live in the common family including sisters,  

moms, spouse, widows or accomplices. The relationship might be a marriage or reception.  
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Individuals living with a joint family are incorporated also. 
3
 

 

Who Can File A Complaint? 

• Any lady who has been exposed to abusive behaviour at home by the blamed or some other  

individual for her benefit.  

 

• A minor is additionally dependent upon alleviation under the Domestic Violence Act. The  

mother can record the objection for her minor kid whether the kid is a male or female.  

 

Against Whom Can The Complaint Be Filed? 

 

• Any male part who has been in a domestic relationship with the female.  

• Relatives of the spouse  

 

 

What Is A Shared Household? 

 

As indicated by area 2(s) of the act, a shared household is one where the lady resides or has  

lived with the man in a domestic relationship. She is qualified for alleviation under the act as  

long as the relationship exists.  

 

Which Is The Capable Court To Invoke Orders And Try 

The Offenses? 

 

According to section 27 of the Act gives that a first class magistrate will be the competent  

authority to concede a protection order and can also try offences under the same.  

 

 

                                                      
3
 The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005. (n.d.). National Commission for Women. 

Retrieved August 25, 2021, from http://ncw.nic.in/sites/default/files/Chapter04.pdf  

http://ncw.nic.in/sites/default/files/Chapter04.pdf
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Analysis And Conclusion 

Abusive behaviour at home is characterized in a thorough manner in Section 3 of the Act 

which  

incorporates physical, mental, verbal, sexual and monetary maltreatment and demonstrations 

of  

manhandling the female. There is a constant need to control the woman and exercise their  

authority which sets domestic violence apart from other types of violence. Verbal abuse is  

included in the scope as it causes feelings of self doubt and causes trauma to the other spouse 

 

It includes acts like isolating the person, threatening to take the children away, blaming the 

other  

party and not regarding their concerns, using intimidation including destroying the property,  

displaying weapons etc.  

 

Can A Man File A Claim For Domestic Violence? 

The domestic violence act has no provision for men to file such suits. It is primarily made to  

protect women. However there are judgments given by the Supreme Court where the court 

has  

recognised the need to protect men. Often cases of violence against men are mental and   

emotional abuse. More awareness needs to be raised against this type of violence as it is 

hardly  

recognised by the laws. A male can file for divorce or judicial separation on the ground of  

cruelty.  

 

The domain of abusive behaviour at home incorporates  

• Causing hurt, injury or harm to life, appendage, wellbeing, security or prosperity, regardless 

of whether mental or physical  

 

• Causing hurt, injury or hazard to the women with an intend to pressurise her or any 

individual who is related with her to fulfill their needs of endowment.  
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• Physical maltreatment incorporates any sort of hurt, attack, criminal intimidation and 

criminal force. 

 

• Sexual maltreatment incorporates the demonstration of sexual nature like forced sex, 

forcing the victim to watch porn or other vulgar material and so on which misuses or brings 

down the nobility of the lady. 
4
 

 

• Verbal and psychological mistreatment which incorporates demonstration of raising  

allegations and steady analysis on the person or lead of the lady, not allowing the lady to see 

her loved ones, insults for not having a male child. 

 

• Economic misuse includes making a lady monetarily subordinate by exercising  

complete authority over the monetary assets, retaining admittance to cash or  prohibiting the 

individual to work, compelling the ladies out of the house, selling or pawning stridhan 

without consent. 

In the case of Preeti Gupta vs. State of  Jharkhand, the Apex Court stated that an overlook of 

the whole arrangement was justified by the law-making body. Even an  innocent person 

charged under the act does not  find the opportunity of getting speedy justice  attributable to 

the offense being non- bailable and cognizable. A severe law in this regard  should be passed 

by the parliament to punish such individuals having such malafide intentions. 
5
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
4
 What Is Domestic Abuse? (n.d.). United Nations. Retrieved August 25, 2021, from 

https://www.un.org/en/coronavirus/what-is-domestic-abuse  
5
 Nigam, M.N. (2014, May 14). Understanding Section 498A of Indian Penal Code, on Domestic Violence. 

iPleaders. https://blog.ipleaders.in/understand-section-498a-domestic-violence/amp/  

https://www.un.org/en/coronavirus/what-is-domestic-abuse
https://blog.ipleaders.in/understand-section-498a-domestic-violence/amp/
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